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Abstract 
Mendel University in Bmo has a rich, 100 years old history. From the beginning 
two main faculties Agricultural Faculty and Forestry Faculty existed. During the 
following century, among others influenced by political developments, faculties 
were added or removed from the central core of agriculture and forestry. In 1995 
this university adopted the name of Mendel University. Nowadays the Faculty of 
Forestry and Wood Technology is the center for forest, wood, furniture university 
education and research. There is rich cooperation with foreign faculties. At the 
faculty there is master study programme European Forestry, which is completely 
taught in English language. Important parts of the in-forest training are given at the 
Training Forest Enterprise Masaryk Forest Kftiny. 
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The Mendel University in Brno 
The Mendel University in Bmo (see Anonymous 2018a) is the oldest independent 
specialized university in the Czech Republic. Its founding was preceded, from 1864 
onwards, by efforts to establish an agricultural university in Moravia which, 
however, failed because of obstacles of a political, economic and ethnic character. 
Its founding was eventually enabled by the declaration of an independent 
Czechoslovak Republic in October 1918. 
The University of Agriculture in Bmo (UOA) was established by Act No. 460 as of 
24 July 1919 and maintained its name until 1994. The establishment of the 
university was facilitated greatly by the transformation of the Agricultural College 
in Tabor into a university, its relocation to Bmo and location in a new building of 
the Regional Institute for the Blind in Bmo-Cema Pole. The UOA consisted of two 
sections: agriculture and forestry. In the academic year 1919/1920, classes were 
started in the Agricultural Section only, while the Forestry Section was relocated to 
the Czech Technical University in Prague. The Forestry Section was opened in 
October 1920 after previous problems with its relocation to Bmo. 
The post-war financial crisis and efforts to relocate the school to Slovakia 
threatened the University's existence between the years 1920 and 1924. The 
University Forestry Training Enterprise in Adamov was assigned to the University 
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for the Forestry Section in 1923. Two years later, it acquired the University 
Agriculture Enterprise Zabcice for the needs of the Agricultural Section. In 1930 
and 1931, the consequences of the Great Depression led to attempts to dissolve the 
University. A tuming point in the university's life was November 17th 1939 when, 
like other Czech universities, it was closed by Nazi occupants and subjected to 
German administration. There were no classes and, subsequently, seventeen 
institutes for applied research were opened. In the (German) protectorate period, the 
university suffered major material damage and casualties among members of its 
academic community. 
A successful post-war reconstruction was halted by the events of February 1948 
(the Communist coup d'etat in Czechoslovakia), when 27.7% ofthe students did not 
pass the political vetting. The original sections were dissolved on the basis of a new 
Higher Education Act of 1950 and the Faculty of Agriculture and the Faculty of 
Forestry were established. In 1951, the School Horticultural Farm was founded in 
Lednice for the purposes of horticultural studies. The building of military education 
in Bmo and founding of Slovak agricultural, forestry and veterinary universities 
interfered with the integrity of the UOA. The Faculty of Agriculture was divided 
into the Faculty of Agronomy and the Faculty of Animal Husbandry. The 
Veterinary University in Bmo was dissolved, made into the Veterinary Faculty and 
connected to the UOA in 1952. The Faculty of Forestry was transferred to the Civil 
Engineering University in Bmo, but then retumed to the UOA in 1956. Another 
restructuring of the institute took place in 1959. The Faculty of Animal Husbandry 
was dissolved and animal husbandry was incorporated into the Faculty of 
Agronomy. In the same year, the need for qualified management in agricultural 
production and an increase in its mechanization motivated the establishment of the 
Faculty ofBusiness and Economics. 
Increasing numbers of students and the school's spatial problems led to the 
establishment of the so-called Jihlava Department in 1964, where tuition of first­
year students took place until 1994. The Department of Education was founded to 
provide additional education studies for teachers of secondary forestry and 
agricultural schools and vocational schools. The relaxed nature of the 1960s 
allowed the establishment of the following centres: use of radioisotopes; electron 
microscopy; computational techniques; scientific and technical information; an 
editorial centre. By establishing the Department of International Biological 
Programme, the UOA joined this prestigious UNESCO project. A favourable 
political atmosphere in 1969 allowed the separation of the Veterinary Faculty and 
its transfer to the re-established Veterinary University in Bmo. After August 1968 
(the invasion of Czechoslovakia by the Soviet army), the life of the institute was 
affected by the subsequent period of normalization, which led to major changes of 
personnel and forced the departure of some teachers. Tue 1970' s were characterized 
by construction activities, renovation work and the implementation of new didactic 
techniques. The 1980s brought interdisciplinary studies, a comprehensive scientific 
and technical programme and computerization. The Centre for the Development of 
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Biotechnology was founded. Horticultural fields of studies were detached from the 
Faculty of Agronomy, and so the Faculty of Horticulture was founded in Lednice in 
1985, and thus four-decades worth of efforts came to fruition. 
The events of November 1989 (the end of the communist regime) brought about 
major changes in the life of the University. Following the transformation of the 
agricultural-food and forestry-wood technology industry, a transformation of the 
school enterprises took place between 1993 and 1995. After the establishment of the 
wood technology department, the name of the Faculty of Forestry changed to the 
Faculty ofForestry and Wood Technology in 1993. In 1995, the UOA was renamed 
as the Mendel University of Agriculture and Forestry, claiming the legacy of 
J.G.Mendel. Since 1998, the implementation of the European Credit Transfer 
System in all study programmes ofthe University has been under way. 
In 2000, the university's agricultural enterprises were combined into a single 
University Agriculture Enterprise in Zabcice. To ensure continuous development of 
lifelong education, the Institute of Lifelong Learning was established in 2003; since 
2006 it has been a university institute. The Faculty of Regional Development and 
International Studies was established in 2008 in order to provide preparation for 
experts in economics in a regional, national and international context. 
The University has been using the name Mendel University in Brno (MENDELU) 
since 2010. In 2011, the establishment of an independent university institute 
CEITEC MENDELU within the Faculty of Agronomy incorporated the University 
into an international scientific centre of excellence, the Central European Institute 
of Technology. At the end of 2012, the University received the prestigious 
certificates ETCS Label and Diploma Supplement Label from the European 
Commission, which serves as a confirmation that its study programmes and the 
examination system are in accordance with the principles of the Bologna 
Declaration. 
Faculty ofForestry and Wood Technology 
The Faculty of Forestry and Wood Technology at the Mendel University in Brno 
(FFWT MENDELU) (see Anonymous 2018b) is one of the major university 
teaching institutions in the Czech Republic, concentrating on research and academic 
activities in the areas of arboristics, furniture design and furniture technology, 
forestry, landscaping, timber structures and wood building construction, wood 
technology and timber management and furniture. Study programmes are designed 
on Bachelor, Master and doctoral levels, and on research and expertise in the 
respective fields. Our mission is to facilitate education, to support scientific 
research and to nurture creative ecologically sound activities related to land, forests, 
wood and interior with an emphasis on ecology and aesthetics. Our faculty is a part 
of the Mendel University in Brno, a public university whose tradition dates back to 
1919. 
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The Faculty of Forestry and Wood Technology of the Mendel University in Bmo 
(Lesnicka a drevarska fakulta, Mendelova univerzita v Bme) is located on the 
University campus in Bmo-Cema Pole and consists of 13 departments. The Faculty 
employs ca. 200 people including part time jobs, of them 184 teaching and 
scientific staff (18 professors, 42 associate professors, 80 assistants and 44 research 
assistants). The total number of students in Bachelor, Master and doctoral study 
programmes fluctuates around 1,800; the number of doctoral students in all doctoral 
programmes reaches 200. 
The Faculty closely collaborates with the Training Forest Enterprise Masaryk 
Forest Krtiny (Skolni lesni podnik Masarykuv les Krtiny), which manages 10,265 
ha of forestland, serving with its experimental forest stands, greenhouses, forest 
nurseries, game preserve, saw mill, mechanised log depot, and other establishments 
for educational and research purposes of the Faculty of Forestry and Wood 
Technology. 
The Master programme European Forestry 
The two-year MSc programme in European Forestry (see Anonymous 2018c) is 
interesting in both its forms and content. lt consists of lectures, field and laboratory 
exercises, discussion seminars, projects and excursions. The whole programme is 
taught in English. lt focuses not only on traditional forestry, but also on a number of 
topics related to ecology, nature conservation, and sustainable development, with 
particular emphasis on the latest progressive trends. 
The aim of the programme is to provide students with a general overview of 
forestry and nature conservation and let them develop theoretical and practical 
management skills. Knowledge gained in the programme: intensive language 
training and understanding of contemporary international issues allowing graduates 
to take up top management positions in the forest based sector (and related fields) 
both in EU and non-EU countries. 
The graduate profiles are based on the acquirement of specific abilities (following 
the European Qualifications Framework) of forest engineers who are capable of 
solving biological, technical, economic and managerial tasks in forestry 
management. Most of all, the graduates will profit from the combination of 
theoretical knowledge obtained in their preceding Bachelor studies in different 
national contexts, and new skills developed within the programme. Practice is an 
integral part of the programme. 
The final state examination consists of four themes of questions: Forest Ecosystems 
and Forest Ecology from a European Perspective, Silviculture and Stress Ecology at 
a European Scale, European Forest Economics and Policy, Forest Planning and 
Forest Technologies at the EU and Pan-European Levels. The final state 
examination includes defending a diploma thesis. The Graduation Diploma 
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particularly puts emphasis on a broad context of modern forestry and allows 
graduates to pursue a career in national and supranational forestry organizations and 
state administration in their harne country or abroad. 
Graduates may progress to postgraduate (PhD) programmes. 
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